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12.2 Forest School Health and Safety Policy 

 

Policy statement 

This policy forms an addendum to the Duxford Preschool Health and Safety General Standards Policy and does 

not change the Preschool’s position on health and safety matters set out in the original document. All Forest School 

Staff are expected to be familiar with this policy and with the setting’s approach to managing challenging behaviour. 

 

Procedures 

In order that Forest School sessions may be run safely, the Forest School Leader or Forest School Assistant in 

their absence will establish and maintain a safe and healthy environment by:  

• Establishing, maintaining and evaluating appropriate procedures, policies and risk assessments as 

necessary.  

• Ensuring the provision of sufficient information and instruction for all adults so that they can contribute to 

their own health and safety and that of the children they are working with.  

• Establishing and being familiar with, all emergency procedures including the reporting and recording of 

procedures.  

• Ensuring that risk assessments and pre-site visits take place before children are permitted on to the site. 

Risk assessments will be held in the master Forest School file, located in the office in the Sunshine room 

and a copy will be taken on site, stored in the risk assessment file with the first aid kit. The only exception 

to this is the sessional/daily risk assessment tick sheet, for which there is no generic master copy.  

• Ensuring that at least one appropriately qualified first aider is on-site.  

• Ensuring accidents are dealt with by a qualified first aider and recorded appropriately in line with 

Preschool’s standard policy.  

• Investigating any accidents or incidents and using information gathered to inform future risk assessment 

and policy making.  

• Ensuring a full outdoor first aid kit is taken to the site for every session, including an additional burns kit if 

a fire is planned.  

• Ensuring a fully charged mobile phone belonging to Preschool will be taken to the site and be kept switched 

on at all times during the session. Reception will be checked before the session begins, as part of the daily 

risk assessment. The number will be displayed on the chalk board outside the sunshine room, should 

anyone need to contact us urgently during the session.  

• Maintaining the legal adult-child ratio and having additional adults where possible.  

• Ensuring that safety equipment and other equipment is in good working order and is used appropriately.  

• Ensuring all children are adequately dressed for the weather and enabling them to safely take part in all 

Forest School activities. Therefore, the preschool Forest School sessions will provide Personal Protective 

Equipment as appropriate, including high visibility vests, tool and fire-resistant gloves, as well as by 

supporting parents in identifying appropriate clothing, including waterproofs, wellies and weather-

appropriate layers and enabling financial access to waterproof trousers on an individual basis, as 

appropriate. If children are not appropriately dressed, then for health and safety reasons, a child may not 

be able to attend the session until appropriate clothing has been provided. 
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• Maintaining the First Aid Kit, Kit Bag(s) and any tools brought into the Forest School camp. This will be 

the responsibility of the Forest School Leader, or assistant in their absence. 

 

Responsibilities of the Forest School Leader  

• To ensure all planned activities are appropriate for and inclusive of all children attending the session. 

• To ensure that planned activities are supportive of the overall aims and policies of Duxford Preschool and 

of the Forest School Principles.  

• To take responsibility for behaviour management during Forest School sessions by supporting staff and 

volunteers (see Forest School Behaviour Policy).  

• To have an up to date First Aid qualification.  

• To ensure that all participants have appropriate clothing, including high visibility jackets and Personal 

Protective Equipment as required.  

• To carry out daily risk assessments and record on the tick sheet before children arrive on site.  

• To assist with the toileting of children if they request help or support staff to do so.  

• To ensure all Forest School policies and risk assessments are regularly reviewed and that review is 

informed by observations of, changes to, and developing knowledge of the Forest School setting.  

 

Responsibilities of Accompanying Staff and Forest School Volunteers  

• To take an active role in Forest School activities, leading by example and assisting with any behavioural 

issues within the group (see Forest School Behaviour Policy).  

• To ensure up to date knowledge of all policies and risk assessments. 

• To be vigilant to ensure the health and safety requirements are met.  

• To inform the forest school leader of any problems or concerns that occur as soon as possible. 

 

Version Changes Made Author Date Review Date 

1.0 Baseline version H Nedzynski October 2018 October 2019 

1.1 Minor formatting adjustments H Nedzynski 21st June 2019 May 2020 

1.1 No changes N Hanlon 7th May 2020 May 2021 

 


